
12th grade:  Morocco and Globalization Unit 

OBJECTIVES 
Get students to understand different players in globalization 

Students understand what different perspectives, reactions, and approaches different groups have to 
globalization 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Is globalization a new or old process?   

Is globalization a positive or negative thing?  Is it something to be avoided or promoted? 

How should a country approach globalization and promoting development?   

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Globalization is a complex concept full of positives and negatives. 

There are a wide range of ideas of how best to approach globalization, based on very different basic 
assumptions on how our world order is now, how it should look like, and how to get there.   

Morocco’s unique historical legacy puts forth a challenge of identity, and retaining that identity while 
moving forward with development.  

FINAL ASSESSMENT 
Come up with a policy proposal for Morocco.  What should Morocco’s government do to best deal 
with globalization and the need to modernize in its own way?   

  
  
 

¶ Video on MCC http://www.mca.gov/about/index.php  central goals:  how countries are 
selected?  Burkina faso as first MCC country program.  Americans helping others 

¶ Morocco’s constitution:  www.kituochakatiba.co.ug/Constitution%20of%20Morocco.pdf 

¶ Micro-capital explanation:  http://www.microcapital.org/what-why-how/ 

¶ USAID Morocco: http://www.usaid.gov/locations/middle_east/countries/morocco/ 

¶ USAID   Global development commons: http://www.usaid.gov/about_usaid/gdc/ 

¶ USAID youtube video:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJ3brlKuh6E 
http://www.adl-chefchaouen.org/ 
http://www.worldhunger.org/articles/books/maren.htm 
neopatriarchy 
film:  beyond borders: Angelina jolie on international aid agencies 
film:  Ali Zaoua:  prince of the streets:  show clip of Casablanca street children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-unit mini-lesson:  what is globalization? 
Documents: 
 

http://www.mca.gov/about/index.php
http://www.microcapital.org/what-why-how/
http://www.usaid.gov/about_usaid/gdc/
http://www.adl-chefchaouen.org/


Write the term “globalization” on the board.  Ask students to write what they think the word means, 
and what comes to their mind when they hear that term.   
 
Then, give 1-2 definitions of globalization. 
òglobalization ð the growing integration of economies and societies around the world ð has been one of the most 
hotly-debated topics in international economics over the past few years. Rapid growth and poverty reduction in 
China, India, and other countries that were poor 20 years ago, has been a positive aspect of globalization. But 
globalization has also generated significant international opposition over concerns that it has increased inequality 
and environmental degradation.ó (http://www1.worldbank.org/economicpolicy/globalization/) 
 
Break down the word with students:  global   -ization:  -ization usually refers to the process of 
becoming something.  The process of things becoming global.   
 
Where do we see it in our own lives?   
 
Extension activity:   
Have students get into groups of 3.  Have them find how their own belongings have been impacted by 
globalization.  Find as many clothing and product labels as you can in your group.  Where are things 
made?  Make a small chart of this.  Share out as a class.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  Moroccoõs historical context 
Documents:   
Class set of: 

¶ Air France Do Now  

¶ Morocco’s preamble 

¶ Morocco maps  

http://www1.worldbank.org/economicpolicy/globalization/


¶ Background reading on Morocco’s history and geography: 
http://www.geographia.com/morocco/ 

¶ Timeline worksheet 
Overhead of Morocco’s preamble 
 
Do Now:   
Show students image of ad of Air France from French colonization period.  Give them the writing 
prompt: 
Write down what you observe in this image.  What does this show about Morocco?   
 
5 minute discussion:  Ask them what’s going on in this image.  (lead students to notice that it is French 
written on the ad, with some Arabic on it.  Yet in Morocco they speak Arabic primarily.  Lead them to 
guess the time period, and that it is during colonization in the last century.  Lead them to understand 
that this is an ad made for a French audience, to promote travel to Morocco. 
 
Procedure:  
Pass out preamble to Morocco’s constitution.  What communities does Morocco see itself a member 
of?   (lead students to highlight that Morocco is a member of the Arab world, of the African region, 
and the international community.) 
òAn Islamic and fully sovereign state whose official language is Arabic, the Kingdom of  
Morocco constitutes a part of the Great Arab Maghreb.  
As an African state, it has, among its objectives, the realisation of African unity.  
Aware of the need of incorporating its work within the frame of the international  
organisations of which it has become an active and dynamic member, the Kingdom of  
Morocco fully adheres to the principles, rights and obligations arising from the charters of  
such organisations, as it reaffirms its determination to abide by the universally recognised  
human rights.  
Likewise, it reaffirms its determination to continue its steady endeavours towards the  
safeguard of peace and security in the world.ó   
 
Pass out copies of maps for students. Have students work on the maps in pairs or individually.   
 
Discussion:  ask students:  “What communities has Morocco been a part of?  Do these maps prove that 
Morocco has always been a part of globalization?  What role do you think Morocco played in these 
different civilizations that it was a part of? 
 
Pass out timeline worksheet and reading from the website http://www.geographia.com/morocco/ 
Have students read over the summary of Morocco’s history and culture to fill in the timeline.   
 
Exit slip:   
write a 3-4 sentence paragraph explaining the history of Morocco in your own words.   
 
Lesson 1:  DO NOW 

http://www.geographia.com/morocco/
http://www.geographia.com/morocco/


 
http://www.allposters.com/ -sp/Le-Maroc-Par-Air-Atlas-Posters_i381802_.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moroccoõs Constitution Preamble 
 



òAn Islamic and fully sovereign state whose official language is Arabic, the Kingdom of  
Morocco constitutes a part of the Great Arab Maghreb.  
As an African state, it has, among its objectives, the realisation of African unity.  
Aware of the need of incorporating its work within the frame of the international  
organisations of which it has become an active and dynamic member, the Kingdom of  
Morocco fully adheres to the principles, rights and obligations arising from the charters of  
such organisations, as it reaffirms its determination to abide by the universally recognised  
human rights.  
Likewise, it reaffirms its determination to continue its steady endeavours towards the  
safeguard of peace and security in the world.ó   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maps of Morocco 



http://sinatecheg.com/Banking.htm 

 

Circle where Morocco is on this map.  What does this map teach us about Morocco?  What 
civilization does this map show that Morocco is a part of? 

 

 

Map of the Roman Empire:  www.wwnorton.com/.../ralph/ralimage/map9rom2.jpg  

Circle Morocco on this map.  Morocco is also called Mauretania.  What civilization does this show 
Morocco as belonging to?   

http://www.wwnorton.com/.../ralph/ralimage/map9rom2.jpg


 

http://www.gl.iit.edu/govdocs/maps/Middle%20East -Age%20of%20the%20Caliphs.gif 

What does this map show?  Circle Morocco on this map.  What civilization is Morocco a part of in 
this map?  What European country is Morocco most closely associated with on this map?   

 

 

Map of the Francophone world 

 

http://img.tripatlas.com:8080/media/images/Map -Francophone_World.png 

Circle Morocco on this map.  What civilization does it show Morocco being a part of?   

5ÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅÌÉÎÅ ÂÅÌÏ×Ȣ   

http://www.gl.iit.edu/govdocs/maps/Middle%20East-Age%20of%20the%20Caliphs.gif
http://img.tripatlas.com:8080/media/images/Map-Francophone_World.png
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Lesson:  Moroccoõs government 

Amazight 
culture 
dominates 
Maghreb 
region 
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,ÉØÕÓȟ ȣ 
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1911 
French 
invade 
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independence 
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Documents:   
class sets of:   

¶ 2-page summary of Morocco’s government.   

¶ Morocco’s constitution.   

¶ US constitution.   

¶ Constitution comparison worksheet.   
 
Do Now:   
Draw a picture of a king.   Draw the world that a king lives in. 
Pose question to students.  What time period does that king that you drew live in?  
Can kings be modern?  Can a monarchy be a part of a modern world?  
 
Procedure: 
Student prediction:  What are the benefits and disadvantages of a monarchy?  Specifically after 
independence, how might a monarchy help or hinder development post-independence? 
On the overhead, create a t-chart listing student ideas for the benefits and disadvantages.   
 
Read over Morocco’s constitution and compare to the US constitution.  Have students fill in graphic 
organizer in pairs to compare the two documents.   
Highlight the power of the king.  Highlight how it was updated in 1996, and reflects a global 
perspective in its commitment to global treaties and organizations like the UN, commitment to African 
unity, and international human rights. 
 
Extension activity:   
You might want to cover Morocco’s controversial censorship, and the negative side of the power of the 
monarchy 
p. 28 “Remembering Driss Benzekri” in Oxford Business Group THE REPORT Emerging Morocco 
2007.   
This article looks at human rights abuses under the monarcy, and the banning of certain political 
parties in Morocco. 
 
Discussion or writing prompt:  Is it ever ok to suspend civil and human rights for the sake of the 
government or the nation?  How do you make sure a monarchy is acting in everyone’s best interests?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moroccoõs government:  a basic summary  http://www.traveldocs.com/ma/govern.htm 
 
Morocco is divided into 16 administrative regions (further broken into provinces and prefectures); the 
regions are administered by Walis (governors) appointed by the King. 
 



The Moroccan Constitution provides for a monarchy with a Parliament and an independent judiciary. 
Ultimate authority rests with the King. He presides over the Council of Ministers; appoints the prime 
minister following legislative elections; appoints all members of the government taking into account 
the prime minister's recommendations; and may, at his discretion, terminate the tenure of any minister, 
dissolve the Parliament, call for new elections, or rule by decree. The King is the head of the military 
and the country's religious leader. 
 
Since the constitutional reform of 1996, the bicameral legislature consists of a lower chamber - the 
Chamber of Representatives - which is directly elected; and an upper chamber - the Chamber of 
Counselors - whose members are indirectly elected through various regional, local, and professional 
councils. The councils' members themselves are elected directly. The Parliament's powers, though 
limited, were expanded under the 1992 and 1996 constitutional revisions and include budgetary 
matters, approving bills, questioning ministers, and establishing ad hoc commissions of inquiry to 
investigate the government's actions. The lower chamber of Parliament may dissolve the government 
through a vote of no confidence. 
 
The last parliamentary elections were held in November 2002 and were considered largely free, fair, 
and transparent. At that time, King Mohammed VI formed a government appointing then Interior 
Minister Driss Jettou as Prime Minister. Cabinet level positions were drawn from most major parties 
in the coalition. 
 
Following the 2002 elections, King Mohammed VI highlighted several goals toward which the new 
government should work: gainful employment, economic development, meaningful education, and 
increased housing availability. To meet the King’s objectives, the Jettou government embarked on a 
series of initiatives and reforms, which he laid out in his early days as Prime Minister. 
 
Jettou emphasized that first and foremost, modernization and revitalization of the country’s 
infrastructure (roads, trains, communications, water, etc.) and national economy (support for Moroccan 
businesses, preparations for competition, modernization of modes of production, etc.), were necessary 
towards development progress in Morocco. 
 
In order to create employment opportunities, the government is promoting investment in the tourism, 
industrial, fishing, and service industries, and is ameliorating, restructuring, and modernizing the 
education system. 
 
Parliamentary elections were held in September 2007. Abbas El Fassi was designated to form a new 
government. 
 
Principal Government Officials 
Head of State--King Mohammed VI 
Prime Minister--Driss Jettou 
 
Morocco maintains an embassy in the United States at 1601 - 21st Street NW, Washington, DC 20009 
(tel. 202-462-7979). 
 
Government Type: Constitutional monarchy. 
Constitution: March 1972, revised September 1992 and September 1996 (creating a bicameral 
legislature). 
Independence: March 2, 1956. 
Branches: Executive--king (head of state), prime minister (head of government). Legislative--Bicameral 
parliament. Judicial--Supreme Court. 
 



Political parties: Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP), Istiqlal (independence) Party (PI), Popular 
Movement (MP), National Popular Movement (MNP), National Rally of Independents (RNI), 
Constitutional Union Party (UC), National Democratic Party (PND), Party of Progress and Socialism 
(PPS), Organization for Democratic and Popular Action (OADP), Party of Justice and Development 
(PJD), Democratic and Social Movement (MDS), Democratic Forces Front (FFD), Democratic Union 
(UD), Citizen Forces (FC), Liberal Party (PL), National Socialist Congress Party (CNI), Party of 
Reform and Development (PRD) Social Democratic Party (PSD), National Union of Popular Forces 
(UNFP), Action Party (PA), Avant-Garde Democratic Socialist Party (PADS). 
Suffrage: Universal starting at 21 years of age. 
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Morocco  

Constitution  
  
Adopted 13 September 1996  
  
PREAMBLE    
An Islamic and fully sovereign state whose official language is Arabic, the Kingdom of  
Morocco constitutes a part of the Great Arab Maghreb.  
As an African state, it has, among its objectives, the realisation of African unity.  
Aware of the need of incorporating its work within the frame of the international  
organisations of which it has become an active and dynamic member, the Kingdom of  
Morocco fully adheres to the principles, rights and obligations arising from the charters of  
such organisations, as it reaffirms its determination to abide by the universally recognised  



human rights.  
Likewise, it reaffirms its determination to continue its steady endeavours towards the  
safeguard of peace and security in the world.   
  
CHAPTER ONE   
GENERAL PROVISIONS: BASIC PRINCIPLES   
Article 1:  Morocco shall have a democratic, social and constitutional Monarchy.  
Article 2:  Sovereignty shall be that of the People who shall exercise it directly, by means of  
referendum, or indirectly, through the constitutional institutions.  
Article 3:  Political parties, unions, district councils and trade chambers shall participate in the  
organisation and representation of the citizens. There shall be no one-party system.  
Article 4:  The law shall be the supreme expression of the will of the Nation. All shall abide  
by it. The law shall have no retroactive effect.  
Article 5:  All Moroccan citizens shall be equal before the law.  
Article 6:  Islam shall be the state religion. The state shall guarantee freedom of worship for  
all.  
Article 7:  The emblem of the Kingdom shall be a red flag with a five-pointed green star in the  
center. The motto of the Kingdom shall be: GOD, THE COUNTRY, THE KING.  
Article 8:  Men and women shall enjoy equal political rights. Any citizen of age enjoying his  
or her civil and political rights shall be eligible to vote.  
Article 9:  The constitution shall guarantee all citizens the following:   
a. freedom of movement through, and of settlement in, all parts of the Kingdom;   
b. freedom of opinion, of expression in all its forms, and of public gathering;   
c. freedom of association, and the freedom to belong to any union or political group of  
their choice.   
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No limitation, except by law, shall be put to the exercise of such freedoms.  
Article 10:  No one shall be arrested, put into custody or penalised except under the  
circumstances and procedures prescribed by law. The home shall be inviolable. Search  
warrant shall be issued and investigation ordered under the conditions and procedures  
prescribed by law.  
Article 11:  Secrecy of personal correspondence shall be preserved.  
Article 12:  Opportunities for employment in public offices and positions shall be uniformly  
open to all citizens.  
Article 13:  All citizens shall have equal rights in seeking education and employment.  
Article 14:  The right of strike shall be guaranteed. Conditions and ways of exercising such a  
right shall be defined by an organic law.  
Article 15:  The right of private property and free enterprise shall be guaranteed. The law shall  
put limitations to its extent and use if so required by the socio-economic development planned  
for the Nation. No expropriation shall be ordered except under such circumstances and  
provisions as prescribed by law.  
Article 16:  All citizens shall contribute to the defence of the Country.  
Article 17:  All citizens shall, according to their contributory power, bear public costs which  
shall be enacted and allocated only by the law, and in the manner stipulated in the provisions  
of the present Constitution.  
Article 18:  All shall, in solidarity, bear the costs resulting from disasters suffered by the  
Nation.   
  
CHAPTER TWO    
MONARCHY   



Article 19:  The King, "Amir Al-Muminin"(Commander of the Faithful), shall be the Supreme  
Representative of the Nation and the Symbol of the unity thereof. He shall be the guarantor of  
the perpetuation and the continuity of the State. As Defender of the Faith, He shall ensure the  
respect for the Constitution. He shall be the Protector of the rights and liberties of the citizens,  
social groups and organisations. The King shall be the guarantor of the independence of the  
Nation and the territorial integrity of the Kingdom within all its rightfull boundaries.  
Article 20:  The Moroccan Crown and the constitutional rights thereof shall be heriditary and  
handed down, from father to son, to descendants in direct male line and by order of  
primogeniture among the offspring of His Majesty King Hassan II, unless the King should,  
during his lifetime, designate a successor among his sons apart from the eldest one. In case of  
failing descendants in direct male line, the right of succession to the Throne shall, under the  
same conditions, be invested in the closest male in the collateral consanguinity.  
Article 21:  The King shall be considered minor until he turns sixteen. During the King's  
phase of minority, a Regency Council shall assume the powers of the constitutional rights of  
the Crown, with the exception of those pertaining to the revision of the Constitution. The  
Regency Council shall serve as an advisory board to the King until he turns twenty. The  
Regency Council shall be presided over by the First President of the Supreme Court. It shall  
include, in addition to its Chairman, the President of the House of Representatives, the  
President of the House of Counsellors, the Chairman of the Rabat and Salé Ulama Council (of  
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scholars), and ten dignitaries appointed with the King's own accord. Rules of procedure of the  
Regency Council shall be governed by an organic law.  
Article 22:  The King shall be entitled to a Civil List.  
Article 23:  The person of the King shall be sacred and inviolable.  
Article 24:  The King shall appoint the Prime Minister. Upon the Prime Minister's  
recommendation, the King shall appoint the other Cabinet members as he may terminate their  
services. The King shall terminate the services of the Government either on his own initiative  
or because of their resignation.  
Article 25:  The King shall preside over Cabinet meetings.  
Article 26:  The King shall promulgate a definitively adopted law within the thirty days  
following its receipt by the Government.  
Article 27:  The King may dissolve the two Houses of Parliament or one thereof by Royal  
Decree, in accordance with the conditions prescribed in Articles 71 and 73.  
Article 28:  The King shall have the right to deliver addresses to the Nation and to the  
Parliament. The messages shall be read out before both Houses and shall not be subject to any  
debate.  
Article 29:  The King shall, by Royal Decrees, exercise the statutory powers explicitly  
conferred upon him by the Constitution. Royal Decrees shall be countersigned by the Prime  
Minister, with the exception of those provided for in Articles 21 (Paragraph 2), 24  
(paragraphs 1, 3 and 4), 35, 69,71, 79, 84, 91, 99 and 105.  
Article 30:  The King shall be the Commander-in-chief of the Royal Armed Forces. He shall  
make civil and military appointments and shall reserve the right to delegate such a power.  
Article 31:  The King shall accredit ambassadors to foreign nations and international  
organisations. Ambassadors or representatives of international organisations shall be  
accredited to him. The King shall sign and ratify treaties. However, treaties committing State  
finances shall not be ratified without having been approved under the law. Treaties likely to  
affect the constitutional provisions shall be approved in accordance with the procedures  
prescribed for the modification of the Constitution.  
Article 32:  The King shall preside over the Supreme Council of the Magistracy, the Supreme  
Council of Education and the Supreme Council for National Reconstruction and Planning.  



Article 33:  The King shall appoint magistrates in accordance with the conditions prescribed  
in Article 84.  
Article 34:  The King shall exercise the right of granting pardon.  
Article 35:  Should the integrity of the national territory ever be under threat or should any  
event interrupt the course of action of the constitutional institutions, the King shall, after  
consulting with the President of the House of Representatives and the president of the House  
of Counsellors as well as the Chairman of the Constitutional Council, and addressing the  
Nation, have the right to declare a State of Emergency by Royal Decree. Notwithstanding all  
contrary provisions, he shall hence assume the responsibility of taking all the necessary  
measures for the country's defence and the restoration of a normal functioning of  
constitutional institutions and State affairs. The State of Emergency shall not entail the  
dissolution of the Parliament. The State of Emergency shall be terminated according to the  
same procedure followed in the proclamation thereof.   
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CHAPTER THREE    
ORGANISATION OF PARLIAMENT   
Article 36:  The Parliament shall be made up of two Houses, the House of Representatives  
and the House of Counsellors. Members of the Houses shall hold their mandate from the  
Nation. Their right to vote shall be personal and cannot be delegated.  
Article 37:  Members of the House of Representatives shall be elected for a six- year term by  
direct universal suffrage. The legal legislative period shall end at the opening of the October  
session in the fifth year following the election of the House. The number of representatives as  
well as the voting system, eligibility requirements, incompatibility cases, legal contentions  
concerning elections shall be set out in an organic law. The President shall be elected first at  
the beginning of the legislative period, then at the April session in the third year of the said  
period and for the remaining portion thereof. Members of the Board shall be elected for one  
year; their number shall be in propotion to their respective groups.  
Article 38:  For 3/5 of its membership, the House of Counsellors shall consist of members  
elected in each region by electoral colleges made up of elected members of trade chambers as  
well as members elected at the national level by an electoral college consisting of wage-  
earners' representatives. Members of the House of Counsellors shall be elected for a nine-year  
term. One third of the House shall be renewed every three years. In the first and second  
renewal operations, seats shall be drawn by lot. The number of counsellors as well as the  
voting system, the number of members to be elected by each electoral college, the distibution  
of seats according to regions, eligibility requirements, incompatibility cases, balotting  
procedures mentionned above and legal contentions concerning elections shall be set out in an  
organic law. The President of the House of Counsellors and members of the Board shall be  
elected at the October session during each renewal operation in the House. Members of the  
Board shall be elected in proportion to the size of their respective groups. Upon the setting up  
of the first House of Counsellors or upon its election following the dissolution of the  
preceding House, the President and the members of the Board shall be elected at the  
beginning of the session which follows the election;they shall seek renewal of their term of  
office at the beginning of the October session during each renewal operation in the House.  
Article 39:  No member of Parliament shall be prosecuted, arrested, put into custody or  
brought to trial as a result of expressing opinions or casting a vote while exercising office  
functions, except when the opinions expressed may be injurious to the monarchical system  
and the religion of Islam or derogatory to the respect owed the king. During parliamentary  
sessions, no member of Parliament shall be subject to prosecution or arrest for criminal  
charges or felonies, besides those mentioned in the preceding paragraph, without permission  



from the House except flagrante delicto. Outside parliamentary sessions, no member of  
Parliament shall be subject to arrest without permission from the Board of the House, except  
flagrante delicto, or in the case of authorised prosecution or final judgement. The  
imprisonement or prosecution of a member of Parliament shall be suspended if so required by  
the House, except flagrante delicto or in the case of authorised prosecution or final judgment.  
Article 40:  The Parliament shall hold its meetings during two sessions a year. The King shall  
preside over the opening of the first session which shall begin on the second Friday in  
October. The second session shall begin on the second Friday in April. When the Parliament  
convenes for at least three months during one session, the session may be adjourned by  
decree.  
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Article 41:  The Parliament may be convened in special session either at the request of the  
absolute majority of the members of one of the two Houses or by decree. Special sessions of  
the Parliament shall be held on the basis of a defined agenda. Once the agenda fully addressed  
, the session shall be adjourned by decree.  
Article 42:  Cabinet members may attend the meetings of each House and those of the  
committees thereof; they shall, in this respect, have the right to commission their own  
assistants. Apart from the standing committees referred to in the preceding paragraph,  
parliamentary fact-finding committees may be established on the King's initiative or upon the  
request of the majority of the members of one of the two Houses and within each House, with  
the mission of inquiring about specific facts and submitting findings thereon to that House.  
There shall be no fact-finding committees in cases involving prosecutions, and as long as  
these are being conducted. The mission of any fact-finding committee which may be  
established shall end with the opening of the judicial investigation pertaining to the instances  
bringing about the establishment thereof. Fact-finding committees shall by nature be  
temporary. Their mission shall end with the submission of their reports. The functioning of  
these committees shall be governed by an organic law.  
Article 43:  Meetings of the Houses of Parliament shall be open to the public. Proceedings of  
the debates shall be published in extenso in the Gazette. Each House may hold private  
meetings if so requested by the Prime Minister, or by a third of its members.  
Article 44:  Each House shall establish and vote on its own Rules of Procedure. These shall  
not, however, go into effect until they are declared by the Constitutional Council as consistent  
with the provisions of this Constitution.  

POWERS OF PARLIAMENT    
Article 45:  Legislation shall be voted on by Parliament. For a limited period of time, and for a  
defined purpose, the Government may be empowered by law to take, by decree, measures  
normally falling within the purview of the law. Decrees shall become effective immediately  
after the publication thereof; however, they shall be submitted, for ratification, to the  
Parliament within the time limits set by the empowering law. Should either House be  
dissolved, such a law shall become void.  
Article 46:  In addition to jurisdiction matters explicitly assigned in other articles of the  
Constitution, the Legislative Power shall have competence in the following areas:   
a. the individual and collective rights enumerated in Chapter One of the present  
Constitution;   
b. determining offences and the appropriate penalties, the penal and civil procedure and  
the promulgation of new categories of jurisdiction;   
c. the statute of magistrates;   
d. the general statute of public offices;   
e. the fundamental guarantees granted civil and military personnel;   
f. the electoral system of local assemblies and councils;   



g. the regulation of civil and commercial liabilities;   
h. the establishment of new public agencies;   
i. the nationalisation of enterprises or the transfer thereof from the public to the private  
sector.   
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The Parliament shall be empowered to vote on basic laws pertaining to the fundamental  
objectives of the activities of the State in economic, social and cultural areas.  
Article 47:  Matters outside the purview of legislature shall come under statutory jurisdiction.  
Article 48:  Legislated bills may be amended by decree, with the consent of the Constitutional  
Council and when they fall within the jurisdiction of the authority holding statutory power.  
Article 49:  A state of martial law may be declared by Royal Decree for a period of thirty  
days. This duration may be extended by law only.  
Article 50:  The appropriation law shall be voted on by the Parliament under conditions  
prescribed by an organic law. Capital expenditures resulting from developement plans shall be  
voted on only at the time the Parliament approves such plans. These expenditures shall  
automatically be extended throughout the period of the plan. The Government alone shall  
have the prerogative to submit draft bills aimed at modifying programms thus adopted. If, by  
the end of the fiscal year , the budget is not voted on or is not promulgated as a result of its  
submission to the Constitutional Council in accordance with Article 81, the Government shall,  
by decree and in accordance with the budgetary proposals submitted for approval, be entitled  
to allocate funds necessary for the operation of the public services and the exercise of the  
functions thereof. In such a case, revenues shall be collected in accordance with the legislative  
and statutory prescriptions in force, except, however, those revenues to be cancelled under the  
proposed appropriation law. As for those to be cut down under the same law, they shall be  
collected at the proposed new rate.  
Article 51:  Proposals and amendments introduced by Members of Parliament shall not be  
acceptable when the adoption thereof might affect the proposed appropriation law by causing  
a decrease in public resources, an increase in a public expenditure or the creation of a new  
one.  

THE EXERCISE OF LEGISLATIVE POWER    
Article 52:  The right to introduce laws shall equally be granted the Prime Minister and  
Members of Parliament. Draft bills shall be laid on the table of one of the two Houses.  
Article 53:  The Government may declare the unsuitability of any proposal or amendment  
considered outside the purview of the legislative power. In case of disagreement, the  
Constitutional Council shall take action within a period of eight days upon request of one of  
the two Houses or the Government.  
Article  54: Draft bills and proposals shall be examined by the acting committees whose work  
shall continue during the interval between the sessions.  
Article 55:  During the recess periods, the Government may, in agreement with the  
committees concerned, in both Houses, adopt ordinances which shall be submitted, for  
ratification, during the following regular session of Parliament. The draft bill shall be tabled  
in one of the two Houses. It shall be considered successively by the relevant committees in  
both Houses in order to reach a joined decision within a period of six days. In case such a  
decision is not reached, steps shall be taken at the request of the Government to set up a joint  
committee with equal representation; it shall have three days to work out a joint decision for  
submission to the relevant committees. The agreement mentioned in the first paragraph of the  
present article shall be considered as refused if the joint committee with equal representation  
has not reached a decision within the time limits mentioned above or if the decision proposed  
by the said committee is not endorsed by the relevant committees within a period of four  
days.  
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Article 56:  The Board of each House shall prepare the agenda of the House. Priority shall be  
given, in the order defined by the Government, to the discussion of draft bills it introduces  
and proposed laws accepted by it. One meeting per week shall, by priority, be reserved in  
each House for the questions of the members of the House and the Government's responses.  
The Government shall give a reply within twenty days after their receipt of the question.  
Article 57:  Members of each House, as well as the Government, shall have the right to  
propose amendments. After the opening of the debates, the Government may object to the  
examination of any amendment not submitted, beforehand, to the acting committee  
concerned. If requested by the Government, the House in which the text under discussion was  
tabled shall take action by single vote on the whole or part of the bill under discussion. Only  
amendments proposed or accepted by the Government shall be considered.  
Article 58:  Any draft bill or proposed bill shall be considered successively by the two Houses  
of Parliament, with a view to adopting an identical text. The House in which the draft bill is  
tabled first shall examine the text of the draft bill presented by the Government or the text of  
the proposed bill on the agenda. A house in which a bill already adopted by the other House is  
tabled, shall deliberate on the draft referred to it. If a draft bill or a proposed bill cannot be  
adopted after two readings in each House, or if the Government proclaims that the matter is  
urgent after only one reading in each House, the Government may call a meeting of the joint  
committee with equal representati on which shall propose a draft on the remaining provisions  
under discussion. The text drafted by the joint committee may be submitted by the  
Government to the Houses for adoption. No amendment shall be considered except with the  
approval of the Government. If the joint committee has not managed to adopt a joint bill or if  
the bill has not been adopted or if the bill has not been adopted by the two Houses, the  
Government may submit to the House of Representatives the draft bill or the proposed bill as  
modified, if necessary, in the light of amendments reached during parliamentary debates and  
taken up by the Government. The House of Representatives shall proclaim final adoption of  
the bill only with the absolute majority of its members. Provisions adopted by the House of  
Representatives in compliance with article 75 ,paragraph 2, shall be considered as endorsed  
by the absolute majority of the House. Organic laws shall be adopted and amended under the  
same conditions. However the draft bill or the proposed bill for an organic law shall not be  
submitted for discussion or voting at the First House in which it is to be tabled until the end of  
a ten -day period following its registration. Organic laws pertaining to the House of  
Counsellors shall be put to the vote under the same conditions in both Houses. Organic laws  
shall not be promulgated until the constitutional Council issues a decision on their conformity  
with the Constitution.   
  
CHAPTER FOUR    
THE GOVERNMENT   
Article 59:  The Government shall be composed of the Prime Minister and Ministers.  
Article 60:  The Government shall be answerable to the King and the Parliament. After the  
appointment of the Cabinet members by the King, the Prime Minister shall appear before each  
one of the two Houses, to submit the programme to be carried out. Such a programme shall  
clearly outline the policy to be adopted by the Government in various areas of national  
activity, namely in economic, social, cultural and foreign affairs. This programme shall come  
under discussion in each one of the two Houses. At the House of Representatives, it shall be  
put to the vote in accordance with the provisions stipulated in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article  
75, and with the implications accounted for in the last paragraph of the same Article.  
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Article 61:  Under the Prime Minister's responsibility, the Government shall ensure the  



execution of the laws. All public facilities shall be placed at the Government's disposal.  
Article 62: The Prime Minister shall have the right to introduce bills. No draft bill shall be  
tabled, by his Department, in one of the two Houses before it is debated in a Cabinet meeting.  
Article 63:  The Prime Minister shall exercise the administrative powers. Decrees endorsed by  
the Prime Minister shall be countersigned by the Ministers responsible for the implementation  
thereof.  
Article 64:  The Prime Minister may delegate some of his powers to the Ministers.  
Article 65:  The Prime Minister shall be responsible for the co-ordination of ministerial  
activities.  
Article 66:  The Cabinet shall be notified of the following, before any relevant decision is  
taken:   
a. matters related to general policies of the State;   
b. declaration of martial law   
c. declaration of war;   
d. requesting confidence from the House of representatives to allow the Government to  
carry out their responsabilities further;   
e. draft bills, before they are brought to one of the two Houses;   
f. statutory decrees,   
g. decrees mentioned in Articles 40, 41, 45 and 55 of this Constitution;   
h. draft plan;   
i. projects for revising this Constitution   
  
CHAPTER FIVE    
THE BRANCHES: RELATIONS BETWEEN THE KING AND PARLIAMENT   
Article 67:  The King may request a second reading by the two Houses of any draft bill or  
proposed law.  
Article 68:  A second reading shall be requested in a message. Such a new reading shall not be  
refused.  
Article 69:  After a second reading, the King may, by Royal Decree, submit any draft bill or  
proposed law to referendum, except in the case of those submitted for a new reading which  
shall have been adopted or rejected by a two-thirds majority of the members of each one of  
the two Houses.  
Article 70:  The results of the referendum shall be binding upon all.  
Artic le 71: After consulting with the Presidents of the two Houses,and the Chairman of the  
Constitutional Council and addressing the Nation, the King may decree the dissolution of the  
two Houses or of one of them only.  
Article 72:  The election of the new Parliament or the new House shall take place, at the latest,  
three months after such a dissolution. The King shall, in the meantime, exercise the powers  
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lying with the Parliament in terms of law making, in addition to those conferred upon him by  
this Constitution.  
Article 73:  When a House is dissolved, the one succeeding it shall not be dissolved until a  
year after its election.  
Article 74:  The declaration of war shall be announced after notifying the House of'  
Representatives and the House of Counsellors.  
RELATIONS BETWEEN PARLIAMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT    
Article 75:  The Prime Minister may engage the responsibility of the Government before the  
House of Representatives through a vote of confidence regarding a statement on a general  
policy or a proposal requesting the approval thereof. Confidence shall be withdrawn and a bill  
rejected only by an absolute majority vote of the Members of the House of Representatives.  



The vote shall be held three clear days after the matter of the vote of confidence has been  
raised. Withdrawal of confidence shall entail the resignation of the Government in a body.  
Article 76:  The House of Representative may put into question the pursuance of the  
Government's responsibilities by adopting a censure motion. Such a motion shall be  
acceptable only if signed by at least one -fourth of the members of the House. The censure  
motion shall be approved by the House of Representatives only by an absolute majority vote  
of its members. Voting shall take place three clear days only after the motion has been  
introduced. The vote for censure shall entail the resignation of the Government in a body.  
Should the Government be censured by the House of Representatives, no other censure  
motion shall be acceptable before a year has elapsed.  
Article 77:  The House of Counsellors may vote warning or censure motions against the  
Government. The warning motion must be signed by at least one third of the members of the  
House of Counsellors. It shall be voted by the absolute majority of the members of the House.  
Voting shall take place three clear days after the motion has been introduced. The text of the  
warning shall be sent forthwith by the President of the House of Counsellors to the Prime  
Minister who shall, within six days, present before the House of Counsellors, the  
Government's position concerning the reasons which prompted the warning. The  
government's statement shall be followed by a debate without a vote. The censure motion  
shall not be introduced unless it is signed by at least one third of the members of the House of  
Counsellors. It shall be approved only after a vote by a 2/3 majority of the members of the  
House. Voting shall take place three days after the motion has been introduced. The vote for  
censure shall entail the joint resignation of the Government. Should the Government be  
censured by the House of Counsellors, no other censure motion shall be introduced in the  
House of Counsellors before a year has elapsed.   

  
CHAPTER SIX    
THE CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL   
Article 78: A Constitutional Council shall be established.  
Article 79:  The Constitutional Council shall be made up of six members appointed by the  
King for a nine -year period. Upon consultation with parliamentary groups, six other members  
shall be appointed for the same period, half of them by the President of the House of  
Representatives and the other half by the President of the House of Counsellors. A third of  
each category of members shall be renewed every three years. The chairman of the  
Constitutional Council shall be selected by the king among the members appointed by him.  
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The Chairman and the members of the Counstitutional Council shall serve for a non  
renewable term of office.  
Article 80:  An organic law shall govern the organisation and work of the Constitutional  
Council as well as the procedure it shall adopt, particularly with respect to deadlines set for  
referred disputes. Likewise, this organic law shall determine the functions which may not be  
compatible with that of Council member, the conditions of the first two renewals for a three-  
year term, as well as the procedure for replacing inactive members, either as a result of  
resignation or death during their term of office.  
Article 81:  The Constitutional Council shall perform the functions assigned by the articles of  
the Constitution or the provisions of the organic laws. It shall furthermore decide on the  
validity of the election of the Members of Parliament and that of referendum operations.  
Organic laws - before promulgation - and the Rules of Procedure of each House - before  
implementation - shall be submitted to the Constitutional Council to look into their  
consistence with the Constitution. Before promulgation, laws may, for the same reason, be  
referred to the Constitutional Council by the King, the Prime Minister, the President of the  



House of Representatives, the President of the House of Counsellors or one-fourth of the  
members making up one House or the other. The Constitutional Council shall have one month  
to decide upon the special instances stated in the preceding two paragraphs. However, in case  
of emergency, the deadline may be reduced to eight days if so requested by the Government.  
Regarding the above mentioned instances, referring law to the Constitutional Council shall  
entail the suspension of the deadline of the promulgation thereof. No unconstitutional  
provision shall be promulgated or implemented. Decisions of the Constitutional Council shall,  
in no way, be put into question. They shall, furthermore, be binding upon all public  
authorities, administrative and judicial sectors.   

  
CHAPTER SEVEN   
THE JUDICIARY   
Article 82:  The Judiciary shall be independent of the legislative and executive branches.  
Article 83:  Sentences shall be passed and executed in the King's name.  
Article 84:  Upon recommendations made by the Supreme Council of Magistracy, Magistrates  
shall be appointed by Royal Decrees.  
Article 85:  Magistrates in the bench shall be irremovable.  
Article 86:  The Supreme Council of Magistracy shall be presided over by the King. It shall  
further consist of:   
a. the Minister of Justice as Vice-President;   
b. the First President of the Supreme Court;   
c. the Prosecutor General in the Supreme Court;   
d. the President of the First Chamber the Supreme Court;   
e. two representatives elected among magistrates of the Court of Appeal;   
f. four representatives elected among magistrates of first degree courts.   
Article 87:  The Supreme Council of Magistracy shall ensure the implementation of the  
guarantees granted magistrates regarding their promotion and discipline.   
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CHAPTER EIGHT    
THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE   
Article 88:  Members of the Government shall be penally responsible for crimes and felonies  
they may commit while exercising their functions.  
Article 89:  They may be indicted by the two Houses of Parliament: and referred to the High  
Court of Justice for trial.  
Article 90:  The proposed draft for indictment must be signed by at least a quarter of the  
members of the House in which it was tabled first. It shall be examined successively by the  
two Houses and shall be approved only when an identical vote is cast by each House by secret  
ballot and a two- third majority of its members with the exception of those members called  
upon to take part in conducting the prosecution and the investigation process and issuing the  
verdict.  
Article 91:  The High Court of Justice shall consist of equal numbers of members elected from  
the House of Representatives and the House of Counsellors. Its President shall be appointed  
by Royal Decree.  
Article 92:  An organic law shall determine the number of the High Court members, the  
method of their election and the Rules of Procedure to be adopted.   

  
CHAPTER NINE    
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL   
Article 93:  An Economic and Social Council shall be established.  



Article 94:  The Economic and Social Council may be consulted by the Government, as well  
as the House of Representatives and the House of Counsellors on all matters of economic or  
social nature. It shall give its opinion on the general guidelines pertaining to the national  
economy and training programmes.  
Article 95:  The constitution, organisation, prerogatives and rules of procedure of the  
Economic and Social Council shall be determined by an organic law.   
  
CHAPTER TEN    
THE AUDIT COURT   
Article 96:  The Audit Court shall be responsible for conducting overall supervision of the  
implementation of the budget. It shall ensure the sound conduct of receipt and expenditure  
operations and evaluate the management of agencies placed under its control by law. It shall  
also take action, when necessary, against violation of the rules governing such operations.  
Article 97:  The Audit Courts shall provide assistance to Parliament and the government in its  
fields of competence as defined by the law. It shall report to the king on all its activities.  
Article 98:  Regional Audit Court shall be responsible for checking the accounts and assessing  
the management of local governments and their groups.  
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Article 99:  The terms of reference, organisation and rules of procedure of the Audit Court  
and regional Audit Courts shall be determined by law.   

  
CHAPTER ELEVEN    
LOCAL GOVERNMENT   
Article 100: The local government of the Kingdom shall consist of Regions, prefectures,  
provinces and communes. No other form of local government may be established except by  
law.  
Article 101: Local assemblies shall be elected to be responsible for the conduct of their  
affairs on the basis of democratic principles and in accordance with provisions defined by  
law. Governors shall carry out decisions by provincial, prefectoral and regional assemblies in  
accordance with the conditions set by the law.  
Article 102: In the provinces, prefectures and regions, governors shall represent the State and  
see to it that the law is enforced. They shall be responsible for the implementation of  
Government decisions and, to the end, for the management of local departments of  
Government agencies.   
  
CHAPTER TWELVE    
REVISING THE CONSTITUTION:   
Art icle 103: The king, the House of Representatives and the House of Counsellors: shall have  
the right to initiate a revision of the Constitution. The King shall have the right to submit,  
directly for referundum, the revision project he may initiate.  
Artic le 104: A proposal for revision submitted by one or more members of one of the two  
Houses shall be adopted only if voted on by a two-thirds majority of the members of the  
House concerned. The proposal shall be submitted to the other House which may adopt it by a  
two -thirds majority of its members.  
Article 105: Revision projects and proposals shall be submitted to the nation for referendum  
by Royal Decree. A revision of the Constitution shall be definitive after approval by  
referendum.  
Article 106: Neither the State system of monarchy nor the prescriptions related to the religion  
of Islam may be subject to a constitutional revision.   
  



CHAPTER THIRTEEN    
SPECIAL PROVISIONS   
Article 107: Pending the election of the Houses of Parliament provided for in the present  
Constitution, the current House of Representatives shall continue to discharge its duties,  
namely by passing the laws required for the setting up of the new Houses of Parliament,  
without prejudice to the implementation of the provisions of article 27.  
Article 108: Pending the setting up of the Constitutional Council whose membership shall be  
composed in accordance with the provisions of the present Constitution, the current  
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Constitutional Council shall continue to discharge the duties conferred upon it by the  
Constitution and the organic laws.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitution comparison worksheet 

Instructions:  Using the Moroccan and US constitutions, answer the following questions in your own words.   

 Moroccoõs constitution US constitution 

Preamble: What does this 
country value based on the 
preamble?    What does this 
government promise to its 
people, according to the 
preamble?   

  

Branches of government: 
What are the main 
branches of government?     

  

Powers of the king vs. 
president:  What power 

  



does the king of Morocco 
have compared to the 
president of the US?   

Is there a balance of 
powers?  Why do you think 
this government chooses to 
have a balance of powers or 
not?     

  

What powers do the 
legislative branches have?   

  

Who can amend the 
constitution?  

  

 

After filling in the comparison chart, write down 3 questions you have.   

¶  

¶  

¶  

Which system of government do you think would respect the needs of the people more?   

Which system of government gives people the most power in the government?     

 

 
 
Lesson:  ameliorating Moroccoõs problems:  King Mohammed VIõs goal proposals 
Documents:   
Class set of:   

¶ Morocco’s government basic summary document 

¶ Presentation notes sheet.   
Large sheets of paper for each group of 3 students, and markers 
Overhead of the “solving Morocco’s problems” sheet 
 
Procedure: 
In the Moroccan government basics document, it states the goals of King Mohammed VI: 
“Following the 2002 elections, King Mohammed VI highlighted several goals toward which the new 
government should work: gainful employment, economic development, meaningful education, and 
increased housing availability.” 
Take each of these goals:  explain what they mean in your own words.   What does this look like in 
reality?  How can these goals best be achieved?  Come up with your own plan of action, if you were the 
King’s ministers.   Use the worksheet provided to brainstorm and plan in groups of 3.   
Then present these policy proposals to the class.   
 
writing assignment:   
1-2 pages: Which policy proposals seemed like they could work the best?  Why?  What made them 
solid proposals?  Which proposals seemed the most unrealistic?  Why?   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solving Moroccoõs problems 

In the Moroccan government basics document, it states the goals of King Mohammed VI: 

“Following the 2002 elections, King Mohammed VI highlighted several goals toward which the new 
government should work: gainful employment, economic development, meaningful education, and 
increased housing availability.” 

You have all been assigned by the King to develop a plan of action for these goals.  In groups of 3, your 
task is to develop a plan for each of the 4 goals as follows: 

¶ Definition:  Explain what each goal means in your own words 

¶ Vision:  What will Morocco look like when this goal is achieved?   

¶ Action:  How can each goal best be achieved?  Provide at least 3-5 bullet points or steps that 
will be required to meet this national goal 

You will then present your plans to the class, and evaluate your peers’ proposals.   

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

King Mohammed VIõs goal proposals 

gainful employment 

In your own words, what does this mean? 

 

What does this look like in reality?   

 

How can this best be achieved?  Provide a concise 5-10 point plan to make this happen in Morocco 
today. 

 

economic development 

In your own words, what does this mean? 

 

What does this look like in reality?   

 

How can this best be achieved?  Provide a concise 5-10 point plan to make this happen in Morocco 
today. 

 



meaningful education 

In your own words, what does this mean? 

What does this look like in reality?   

How can this best be achieved?  Provide a concise 5-10 point plan to make this happen in Morocco 
today. 

 

increased housing availability 

In your own words, what does this mean? 

 

What does this look like in reality?   

 

How can this best be achieved?  Provide a concise 5-10 point plan to make this happen in Morocco 
today. 

Presentation note -taking sheet  

0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÒÓȭ ÎÁÍÅÓȡ 

What are 2 of the best ideas presented in their proposals? 

1) 

 

2) 

What 2 flaws do you see in their proposals?  OR what problems can you imagine developing in their 
proposals? 

1) 

 

2) 

Provide 2 questions you have for this group.  These could be clarifying questions about something that was 
unclear in their plan, or a question to ÐÕÓÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÌÁÎÓ ɉÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Á Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÆȱ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎɊȢ   

1) 

 

2) 

 

 

0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÒÓȭ ÎÁÍÅÓȡ 



What are 2 of the best ideas presented in their proposals? 

1) 

 

2) 

What 2 flaws do you see in their proposals?  OR what problems can you imagine developing in their 
proposals? 

1) 

 

2) 

Provide 2 questions you have for this group.  These could be clarifying questions about something that was 
ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÌÁÎȟ ÏÒ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÕÓÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÌÁÎÓ ɉÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Á Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÆȱ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎɊȢ   

1) 

2) 

Lesson:  Globalization role play: 
Documents:  
Class set of 

¶ Globalization Positive Negative Do Now sheet 

¶ Globalization role play scenario sheets 
5-6 Copies of each role, 1 per person in each group 
 
Procedure: 
Split class into groups of 4.  Pass out scenario sheets to all students, and give each person in a group a 
different role.  Give students about 10 minutes to write up their initial statements.   
 
Then have groups discuss and debate as a group for 20 minutes what they should do to resolve the 
problem.  
 
Discussion:  as a whole class, come back together to discuss the process, and the solutions.  What 
solutions sounded best to everyone?  How does this role play help them understand the difficulties and 
different perspectives in globalization?   
 
Writing assignment:   
write a 1 page response to the role-play.  What final solution would you vote for?  Why?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do Now:  

According to this chart, is globalization a positive or negative thing?   

 

 

 

http://defeatpoverty.com/uploaded_images/Globalization_LA_China-796416.jpg 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://defeatpoverty.com/uploaded_images/Globalization_LA_China-796416.jpg


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Globalization Role Play  
 

 

Scenario:  your country is a member of the WTO.  You have requested new loans for your country from the 

IMF, but in order to qualify for the new loans, the IMF requires you to follow what they consider good 

economic development.  There is a local farmer represented, a WTO representative, an economic advisor for 

your country, and an agribusiness executive.   

 

Task:  

1)  Decide what your characterõs perspective would be in this situation.   

A) How has the WTO and IMF impacted you?   

 

 

B) What do you wish your government would do? 

 

 

 

 

2) Write up an opening argument for your character.  What would you like to say to the other meeting 

members?     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debate out the issue with your classmates.  Try to convince them your perspective is the way to go, but also 
listen to their arguments.  You must stay in character the entire time.   

During the debate, write down 3 student comments and say if you agree or disagree with them. 

 

Student 1 ______________________ 

Student quote:  

 

 

 

 

 

Explain your response: 

 

 

 

 



 

Student 2 ______________________ 

Student quote:  

 

 

 

 

 

Explain your response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student 3 ______________________ 

Student quote:  

 

 

 

 

 

Explain your response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

local farm owner: 

Your farm has been family run for the last 100 years, after your country gained independence from 

England.  Some of your neighbors have turned to producing organic soybeans, and other neighbors have 

sold their farms to the major agribusiness companies.  You do not have money to buy the required 

equipment to compete with US soybean producers.  You want your government to subsidize your farm, 

helping to purchase new equipment, and protecting the prices of your locally grown produce.  If the 

government puts tariffs on foreign soybeans, your fellow countrymen will buy your soybeans instead.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Agribusiness executive: 

You are a British businessman, representing a major agribusiness.  You want to maximize profits.  You 

see large agribusiness companies such as your own to be the wave of the future, because they are efficient, they 

require a higher standard of product, and they can put money into research and development of new genetically 

engineered disease-resistant produce, drought-resistant produce, etc.  These products also require the specific 

types of fertilizer your company produces as well, in order to grow well.  You see small farmers as inefficient, 

backwards, and you want to help countries by introducing your new way of farming.  By maximizing your profits, 

the country is able to make money from part of your profits.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Advisor for the Republic of ExBritania 

You represent the interests of your country, both for the economy as a whole, and for the needs of 

your entire population.  You have been a regional exporter of soybeans and wheat to sub-Saharan Africa, but 

now that is threatened because other countries have opened up to trade through the WTO.  Other countries, 

including your own, will start to buy US-grown soybeans and wheat at a cheaper price.   Your government has 
been providing subsidies to farmers so that they can compete w/ the soybeans coming in from California.   

You also must consider the growing urban population, who are concerned w/ jobs in the manufacturing 

sector.  You want to make sure that the clothing manufacturing industry can increase sales in overseas markets, 

to boost your overall economy.  Neither of these sectors, however, promote a strong education.  There is little 
incentive for your people to get a college degree, given the jobs available to them overall in the country.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

WTO representative/official: 

You want this country to continue their good standing in the WTO by decreasing tariffs on imported soybeans, 



and getting rid of government subsidies for all industries.  The country of Ex-Britania should be able to develop 

their own competitive advantage through a free market system.  Given Chinaõs economic success, you see the 

global need for cheap manufacturing centers, and would like to see the clothing manufacturing industry in Ex-
Britania develop more.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  Morocco and Free Trade:   
Documents:  
Class set of: 

¶ “Why a Moroccan-American Free Trade Agreement?” doc 

¶ preamble to the FTA doc 

¶ Free Trade with Morocco document 
Overhead of the preamble to the FTA 
 
Do Now: 
Do you think trade could ever be fair between a country like Morocco and a major economic power like 
the US?   
 
Procedure: 
Read document, “Why a Moroccan-American Free Trade Agreement?”  In pairs, choose the 1 most 
important sentence in this document.  Share out to the class. 
 
Read sections of the Preamble to the FTA out loud and on the overhead:   
“Desiring to establish clear rules governing their trade and investment that reflect the  
interests of both Parties and thereby foster a predictable and mutually advantageous  
commercial environment; “  what does “mutually advantageous commercial environment” mean?  Can 
that be unequal or must that have equally beneficial results?   
“Committed to foster bilateral cooperation while recognizing the differences in their level of  
development and the size of their economies;”   As long as we recognize these differences, does this 
allow differences in benefits to occur?      
 
Have students skim over the reading, “Free Trade with Morocco” document.  Have them choose 4-5 of 
the most important sentences they read.  Share these out with the class.  
 
Discussion:  The Free Trade Agreement has in practice benefited the US economy numerically more 
than Morocco.  Is this fair?  Is it still worth it for Morocco?  Could anything be done to make this 
trade relationship more fair?   
 
Writing assignment:   
What sort of adjustments or changes to the Free Trade Agreement do you propose that might ensure 
more egalitarian results in the Free Trade Agreement?  Provide clear examples (hypothetical or real) 
in your explanation.  Is globalization more a process of competition or cooperation?   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHY A MOROCCAN -AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT?  

 

ñA free trade agreement bolsters Moroccoôs courageous economic reforms, creates economic 

opportunities for both of our peoples and solidifies our strong relationship with a key partner.ò 

ï Robert B. Zoellick, U.S. Trade Representative 

 

Morocco: A Dynamic Market  

Morocco, an emerging market at the crossroads of Europe, Africa and the Middle East,   forms an $11 

billion import market. 

 

U.S. exports to Morocco average $475 million annually, with leading exports including   aircraft, corn 

and machinery. Exports of products such as fabrics and pharmaceuticals   grew 435 percent and 122 

percent, respectively, in 2001. 

 

Promoting Prosperity 

President Bush and King Mohamed VIôs April 2002 announcement to pursue free trade   with Morocco 

deepens our trade dialogue and sends a concrete signal to the Middle East about the benefits of 

economic and trade liberalization. The U.S. Administrationôs   commitment to liberalized trade in the 

region supports the development of tolerant, open, prosperous societies. 

 

The Moroccan government has launched a comprehensive economic reform program   aimed at reducing 

inflation, developing the tourism sector and liberalizing and   privatizing key sectors such as 

telecommunications. The FTA, with its emphasis on the   rule of law, improved competition and trade 

liberalization, will enhance and solidify   these reforms. 

 

(adapted from http://moroccousafta.com/whyanfta.htm) 
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UNITED STATES ï MOROCCO FREE TRADE AGREEMENT  
  
  
The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Kingdom of  
Morocco (the ñPartiesò):  

  
Recognizing the longstanding friendship between them, and wishing to strengthen their  
partnership and promote mutually advantageous economic relations;  
   
Recognizing Moroccoôs commitment to reform to improve the lives of its people;  
  
Desiring to raise living standards, promote economic growth and stability, create new  
employment opportunities, and improve the general welfare in their territories by  
liberalizing and expanding trade and investment between them;  
  
Seeking to enhance the competitiveness of their enterprises in global markets;  
  
Desiring to establish clear rules governing their trade and investment that reflect the  
interests of both Parties and thereby foster a predictable and mutually advantageous  
commercial environment;  
  
Committed to foster bilateral cooperation while recognizing the differences in their level of  
development and the size of their economies;    
  
Affirming their commitment to facilitate trade between them by eliminating barriers to  
bilateral trade;  

   
Building on their rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement and other agreements  
to which they are both parties;  
  
Desiring to liberalize and expand bilateral agricultural trade and investment and thereby  
make their agricultural sectors more competitive, foster rural development, and increase  
prosperity in their territories;  
  
Desiring to protect human, animal, and plant health conditions in the Partiesô territories,  
enhance the Partiesô implementation of the SPS Agreement, and provide a forum to  
address sanitary and phytosanitary matters between the Parties, thereby expanding trade  
opportunities;  



  
  
  
   
Affirming their commitment to transparency and their desire to eliminate corruption in  
international trade and investment;  

  
Seeking to foster creativity and innovation and to promote trade in goods and services that  
are the subject of intellectual property rights;  
  
Desiring to strengthen the development and enforcement of labor and environmental laws  
and policies, promote basic workersô rights and sustainable development, and implement  
this Agreement in a manner consistent with environmental protection and conservation;  
  
Affirming their desire to establish a free trade area of the United States, Middle East, and  
North Africa and thereby contribute to regional integration and economic development;  

  
Have agreed as follows:  

  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Trade Facts  

Office of the United States Trade Representative                                                             www.ustr.gov  
March 2, 2004  
  
  
òOur agreement with Morocco  
is not just a single  
announcement, but a vital  
step in creating a mosaic of  
U.S. free trade agreements  
across the Middle East and  
North Africa.ó  

  
Robert B. Zoellick,   
U.S. Trade Representative  

Free Trade With Morocco  

A Vital Step Toward Middle East Free Trade  
  
  
New Mark et Access for U.S. Consumer and Industrial Products  
  
 More than 95% of bilateral trade in consumer and industrial products will become duty-free  

immediately upon entry into force of the Agreement, with all remaining tariffs to be eliminated within  
nine years ï the best market access package of any U.S. free trade agreement with a developing  
country.    
  
 Key U.S. export sectors gain immediate duty-free access to  

Morocco, such as information technologies, machinery,  
construction equipment and chemicals.  
   
 Textiles and apparel trade will be duty-free if imports meet the  
Agreementôs rule of origin, promoting new opportunities for U.S.  
and Moroccan fiber, yarn, fabric and apparel manufacturing.  The  
Agreement requires qualifying apparel to contain either U.S. or  
Moroccan yarn and fabric and contains a temporary 30 million  
square meter allowance for apparel containing 3rd country  
content (equals 0.2% of imports into the U.S.).  
  
New Opportunities for U.S. Farmers and Ranchers  
  
 The agreement, which covers all agricultural products, opens  
Moroccoôs market for many U.S. farm products.    
  
 U.S. farmers and ranchers of poultry and beef benefit from new tariff-rate quotas that grow over time.   

U.S. wheat producers will benefit from new tariff rate quotas on durum and common wheat that could  
lead to five-fold increases in exports over recent levels.  These results will give U.S. farmers and  
ranchers a new tool to compete with Canada and the EU, among others, in Moroccoôs market.   
  



 Tariffs on products such as corn and corn products, sorghum, soybeans and soybean meal will be cut  
significantly or eliminated immediately, thereby allowing U.S. exporters to respond to Moroccoôs  
growing need for feed ingredients as its agricultural sector continues to modernize.    
  
 Morocco will provide duty-free access immediately on products such as, pistachios, pecans, frozen  

potatoes, whey products, processed poultry products, pizza cheese and breakfast cereals.  Tariffs on  
other products will be phased out in five years, including on walnuts, grapes, pears, cherries, and  
ground turkey.  Almond exports could double under a tariff-rate quota. Tariffs on virtually all U.S. farm  
exports to Morocco will be phased-out within fifteen years.    
  
 The United States will phase-out all agricultural tariffs under the agreement, most in fifteen years.  An  

agricultural safeguard will be available in the event of significant price decreases for certain  
horticultural products.  
  
  
Summary of the U.S. - Morocco F ree Trade Agreement  
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Broad Commitments to Open Services Markets   
  
 Morocco will accord substantial market access across its entire services regime, subject to very few  

exceptions.  The Agreement uses the so-called ñnegative listò approach, meaning that all sectors are  
covered unless specifically excluded.  
  
o Key services sectors covered by the Agreement include audiovisual, express delivery,  
telecommunications, computer and related services, distribution, and construction and  
engineering.  
  
 The Agreement provides benefits for businesses wishing to supply services cross-border (for  

instance, by electronic means) as well as businesses wishing to establish a presence locally in the  
other country.   
  
 Strong and detailed disciplines on regulatory transparency supplement the Agreementôs cross-cutting  

transparency provisions.   
  
New Opportunities for U.S. Banks, Insurance, Securities and Related Services   
  
 U.S. financial service suppliers will have the right to establish subsidiaries and joint ventures in  

Morocco (in the case of insurance agency and brokerage, Moroccan can limit foreign equity to 51  
percent).  In addition, banks and insurance companies will have the right to establish branches,  
subject to a four-year phase-in for most insurance services.  
  
 Morocco will allow U.S.-based firms to supply insurance on a cross-border basis (through electronic  

means) for key markets including reinsurance, reinsurance brokerage, and, subject to a two-year  
phase-in, marine, aviation and transport (MAT) insurance and brokerage.  Morocco also will allow  
U.S.-based firms to offer services cross-border to Moroccans in areas such as financial information  
and data processing, and financial advisory services.   
  
 Of further benefit to U.S. insurance suppliers, Morocco will phase-out certain mandatory reinsurance  

cessions and expedite the introduction of insurance products.    
  
An Open and Competitive Telecommunications Market   
  
 Each government commits that users of the telecom network will have reasonable and non-  
discriminatory access to the network, thereby preventing local firms from having preferential or ñfirst  
rightò of access to telecom networks.  



  
 U.S. phone companies will have the right to interconnect with former monopoly networks in Morocco  

at non-discriminatory, cost-based rates.  
  
 U.S. firms seeking to build a physical network in Morocco will have non-discriminatory access to key  

facilities, such as telephone switches and submarine cable landing stations.  
  
 U.S. firms will be able to lease elements of Moroccan telecom networks on non-discriminatory terms  

and to re-sell telecom services of Moroccan suppliers to build a customer base.  
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Morocco is an emerging  
market at the crossroads of  
Europe, Africa, and the  
Middle East.  It imports   
$11 billion in products each  
year.  Currently, U.S.  
products entering Morocco face  
an average tariff of more than  
20 percent, while Moroccan  
products are only subject to an  
average 4 percent duty in the  
United States.  

  
E-Commerce:  Free Trade in the Digital Age   
  
 Each government commits to non-discriminatory treatment of digital products and agrees not to  

impose customs duties on digital products.  
  
 For digital products delivered on hard media (such as a DVD or CD), customs duties will be based on  

the value of the media (for instance, the disc), not on the value of the movie, music or software  
contained on the disc.    
  
 The e-commerce commitments will help establish Morocco as a leader in Middle East and North  

Africa for the further development of electronic commerce.  
  
Transparent Rule -Making and Procedural Protections for Traders and Investors   
  
 Each government must publish its laws and regulations  

governing trade and investment, and, beginning within one year,  
publish proposed regulations in advance and provide an  
opportunity for public comment on them.  
  
 Each government commits to apply fair procedures in  

administrative proceedings covering trade and investment  
matters directly affecting companies from the other country.  
  
 Both governments must ensure that traders and investors from  

the other country can obtain prompt and fair review of final  
administrative decisions affecting their interests.  
   
Commitments to Combat Corruption  



  
 Each government will prohibit bribery, including bribery of foreign  

officials, and establish appropriate criminal penalties to punish  
violators.   
  
 The Agreement also recognizes the importance of protecting whistle-blowers.  

  
Important New Protections for U.S. Investors   
  
 The Agreement establishes a secure, predictable legal framework for U.S. investors operating in  

Morocco.  
  
 All forms of investment will be protected under the Agreement, such as enterprises, debt,  

concessions, contracts and intellectual property.  
  
 U.S. investors will enjoy in almost all circumstances the right to establish, acquire and operate  

investments in Morocco on an equal footing with Moroccan investors, and with investors of other  
countries.  
  
 Pursuant to the Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002 (TPA), the Agreement draws from U.S. legal  

principles and practices to provide U.S. investors in Morocco a basic set of substantive protections  
that Moroccan investors in the United States currently enjoy under the U.S. legal system.  
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 Among the rights afforded to U.S. investors (consistent with those found in U.S. law) are due process  

protections and the right to receive a fair market value for property in the event of an expropriation.  
  
 The Agreement removes certain restrictions and prohibits the imposition of other restrictions on U.S.  

investors, such as requirements to buy Moroccan rather than U.S. inputs for goods manufactured in  
Morocco.  
  
 These investor rights are backed by an effective, impartial procedure for dispute settlement that is  

fully transparent.  Submissions to dispute panels and panel hearings will be open to the public, and  
interested parties will have the opportunity to submit their views.  
  
Trademarks:  State -of -the-Art Protection in the Digital Age   
  
 The Agreement requires each government to maintain a system to resolve disputes involving  

trademarks used in Internet domain names, which is important to prevent ñcyber-squattingò with  
respect to high-value domain names.  
  
 The Agreement applies the principle of ñfirst-in-time, first-in-rightò to trademarks and geographical  

indications, so that the first person who acquires a right to a trademark or geographical indication is  
the person who has the right to use it.    
  
 Each government will be required to establish transparent procedures for the registration of  

trademarks, including geographical indications, and to develop an on-line system for the registration  
and maintenance of trademarks, as well as a searchable database.  
  
Copyrights:  Protection for Copyrighted Works in A Digital Economy   
  
 The Agreement ensures that authors, composers and other copyright owners have the exclusive right  

the make their works available online.  The Agreement also ensures that copyright owners have  
rights to temporary copies of their works on computers, which is important in protecting music, videos,  



software and text from widespread unauthorized sharing via the Internet.  
  
 Each government commits to protect copyrighted works, including phonograms, for extended terms  

(e.g., life of the author plus seventy years), consistent with U.S. standards and international trends.  
  
 The Agreement includes strong anti-circumvention provisions, requiring each government to prohibit  

tampering with technologies (like embedded codes on discs) that are designed to prevent piracy and  
unauthorized distribution over the Internet.    
  
 Each government commits to using only legitimate computer software, thus setting a positive  

example for private users.  
  
 The Agreement requires protection for encrypted program-carrying satellite signals (including the  

signal itself and the programming), thus preventing piracy of satellite television programming.  
  
 Internet Service Providers (ISPs) will have limited liability, reflecting the balance struck in the U.S.  

Digital Millennium Copyright Act between legitimate ISP activity and the infringement of copyrights.  
  
Patents & Trade Secrets:  Protection Expanded   
  
 Patent terms can be adjusted to compensate for unreasonable delays in granting the original patent,  

consistent with U.S. practice.  
Summary of the U.S. - Morocco Free Trade Agreement  
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Morocco, the first country in  
the world to recognize the  
newly sovereign United States  
in 1777, is a strong ally of  
the U.S. in the war against  
terror.  The Treaty of Peace  
and Friendship between the  
U.S. and Morocco, negotiated  
in 1787, is the longest  
unbroken treaty relationship  
in U.S. history.  

  
 Grounds for revoking a patent are limited to the same grounds required to originally refuse a patent,  

thus protecting against arbitrary revocation.  
  
 The Agreement provides protection for newly developed plant varieties and animals.  

  
 Test data and trade secrets submitted to a government for the purpose of product approval will be  

protected against unfair commercial use for a period of 5 years for pharmaceuticals and 10 years for  
agricultural chemicals.    
  
 The Agreement ensures that government marketing-approval agencies will not grant approval to  

patent-infringing pharmaceuticals.  
  
IPR Enforcement:  Tough Penalties for Piracy and Counterfeiting   
  
 The Agreement requires each government to criminalize end-user piracy, providing strong deterrence  

against piracy and counterfeiting.  
  



 Each government commits to having and maintaining authority to  
seize, forfeit and destroy counterfeit and pirated goods and the  
equipment used to produce them.  IPR laws will be enforced  
against goods-in-transit, to deter violators from using U.S. or  
Moroccan ports or free-trade zones to traffic in pirated products.  Ex  
officio action may be taken in border and criminal IPR cases, thus  
providing more effective enforcement.  
  
 The Agreement mandates both statutory and actual damages  

under Moroccan law for IPR violations, which will deter piracy.   
Under these provisions, monetary damages can be awarded even if  
actual economic harm (retail value, profits made by violators)  
cannot be determined.  
  
Strong Government Procurement Disciplines Set Precedent for  
Region   
  
 The Agreement includes disciplines on the purchases of most Moroccan central government  

agencies, as well as the vast majority of Moroccan regional and municipal governments.  
  
 The Agreement requires that covered Moroccan government purchasers not discriminate against  

U.S. firms, or in favor of Moroccan firms, when making covered government purchases in excess of  
agreed monetary thresholds.    
  
 U.S. and Moroccan suppliers will have increased certainty due to strong and transparent disciplines  

on procurement procedures, such as requiring advance public notice of purchases, as well as timely  
and effective bid review procedures.  
  
 Each government must maintain criminal and other penalties for bribery in government procurement.  

  
Ground -Breaking Customs Procedures   
  
 The Agreement requires transparency and efficiency in customs administration, including publication  

of laws and regulations on the Internet and procedural certainty and fairness.    
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 Both governments agree to share information to combat illegal trans-shipment of goods.  In addition,  

the Agreement requires customs procedures designed to facilitate the rapid clearance through  
customs of express delivery shipments.  
  
 Strong but simple rules of origin will ensure that only U.S. and Moroccan goods benefit from the  

Agreement.  Rules are designed to be easy to administer and are consistent with other U.S. free  
trade agreements in the region.  
  
Commitments and Cooperation to Protect the Environment   
  
 The Agreement fully meets the environmental objectives set out by the Congress in TPA.   

Environmental obligations are part of the core text of the Agreement.  
  
 Each government will required to effectively enforce its own domestic environmental laws, and this  
obligation is enforceable through the Agreementôs dispute settlement procedures.  
  
 Each government commits to establish high levels of environmental protection, and to not weaken or  

reduce environmental laws to attract trade or investment.  
  



 The Agreement also promotes a comprehensive approach to environmental protection.  Procedural  
guarantees that ensure fair, equitable and transparent proceedings for the administration and  
enforcement of environmental laws are married with provisions that promote voluntary, market-based  
mechanisms to protect the environment.  
  
 As a complement to the Agreement, the governments will sign a Joint Statement on Environmental  

Cooperation that will establish a Working Group on Environmental Cooperation, develop a plan of  
action and set priorities for future environment-related projects.  
  
o EPA and USAID have developed a new environmental project in Morocco, which focuses  
on building Moroccoôs capacity to develop its environmental laws, institutions and  
enforcement mechanisms in line with Moroccoôs commitments under the Agreement.  
  
Cooperative Ac tivities to Promote Worker Rights   
  
 The Agreement fully meets the labor objectives set out by the Congress in TPA.  Labor obligations  

are part of the core text of the Agreement.  
  
 Each government reaffirms its obligations as members of the International Labor Organization (ILO),  

and commits to strive to ensure that its domestic laws provide for labor standards consistent with  
internationally recognized labor principles.  The Agreement makes clear that it is inappropriate to  
weaken or reduce domestic labor protections to encourage trade or investment.  
  
 Each government will be required to effectively enforce its own domestic labor laws, and this  
obligation is enforceable through the Agreementôs dispute settlement procedures.  
  
 Procedural guarantees in the Agreement require each government to provide access for workers and  

employers to fair, equitable and transparent labor tribunals or courts.  
  
 The Agreement includes a cooperative mechanism to promote respect for the principles embodied in  

the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, and compliance with ILO  
Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labor.  Cooperative activities may include:  
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o Discussions of legislation, practice and implementation related to the core elements of the ILO  
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work.  
o Discussion of legislation, practice and implementation related to compliance with ILO Convention  
182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labor.  
o Improving systems for the administration and enforcement of labor laws.  

  
Tools to Enforce the Trade Agreement   
  
 All core obligations of the Agreement, including labor and environmental provisions, are subject to the  

dispute settlement provisions of the Agreement.    
  
 Dispute panel procedures set high standards of openness and transparency:  

  
o Open public hearings;  
o Public release of legal submissions by governments;  
o Opportunities for interested third parties to submit views.  
  
 Emphasis is on promoting compliance through consultation, joint action plans and trade-enhancing  

remedies.  

  



 The Agreement includes strong enforcement mechanisms, including the ability to suspend trade  
concessions or establish monetary assessments.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lesson:  Moroccoõs developing infrastructure 
Objective:   
Students gain an understanding of what a country’s infrastructure consists of, and what basic things a 
country like Morocco needs to develop.   
 



Documents: 
1 set of these documents for each group of 4 students (probably 5-7 copies of each) 

¶ Rural electrification 

¶ Airports 

¶ Motorways 

¶ Public housing 
Class set of Morocco developing infrastructure worksheet 
 
Procedure: 
Have class count off by fours.  Put all the 1’s in a group, 2’s in another, etc.  Groups read 1 article on a 
piece of the infrastructure puzzle.  Have them highlight and underline the text.  Write a bulleted list 
on the sheet provided, and have groups present a positive and negative effects chart. 
 
Then the groups jigsaw and meet in new groups of 4, so that there is 1 person who has done each 
reading in the groups.  Students act as experts on their aspect of Morocco’s infrastructure and teach 
their peers about Morocco’s needs.  Take notes on the sheets provided.   
 
 
Writing assignment: 
How does Morocco’s infrastructure compare to our own?  Are you surprised at the sorts of things that 
a developing country needs to improve upon?  Should developed countries be required to help 
countries such as Morocco develop?  Should countries like the US be able to profit when they help a 
country like Morocco develop their infrastructure?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ 

 

Create a list of 3-5 bullet points highlighting the main points of your reading. 

¶   

 



¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

Create a positive and negative effects t-chart 

Positive effects Negative effects (might have to 
brainstorm these) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Part II:  notes on each groupõs main bullet points 
 
Rural electrification 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 
Airports 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 
Motorways 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  



 

¶  

 
 
Public housing 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

¶  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modernising the Motorways 

p. 104 

 

 -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÒÏÁÄ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÃÏÖÅÒÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ φπȟπππ ËÍȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄÓ ÈÁÖÅ Á 
tarred surface.  With developments in recent years of all types of exchanges throughout the 
country, both economic and social, this network has fast been losing its ability to keep people and 
goods moving around satisfactorily.   



 Modernisation of the system became imperative, and the first section ÏÆ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ 
motorway network came into service in 1995 with the opening of the 40-km stretch from Rabat to 
Kenitra.  Since then, the netowkr has expanded north, south, east and west, linking Tangiers, 
Rabat, and Casablanca to Al Jadida, Meknes, Fez and Marrakech.  Work on the 233-km stretch 
south-westward from Marrakech to Agadir is underway and is expected to be completed by 2009.  
Further construction from Fez north-eastward towards Oujda on the Algerian border has also 
begun. Completion of these projects would put in place major components for an eventual trans-
Maghreb highway that could potentially link cities from Nouakchott in Mauritania to Tobruk in 
Libya.   

 In a little more than 10 years, Morocco has committed Dh36bn ($4.4bn) to the building of 
15ππ ËÍ ÉÎ ÍÏÔÏÒ×ÁÙÓȢ  .ÅÁÒÌÙ ψππ ËÍ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄȣ 

 -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÍÏÔÏÒ×ÁÙ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÔÉÍÉÄÌÙ ÕÎÔÉÌ ςππςȟ ÂÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
time only about 500 km had been in place.  Then it really took of, and the goal of having 1500 km 
in place by 2010 is becoming well within reach.  All remaining work has either been completed or 
is underway.  

 Currently, the 635 km that are now under construction are from Tetouan to Fnideq (28 
km); Tangiers to the new Tanger-Med port installations at Oued Rmel (54 km); Marrakech to 
Agadir (233 km); and Fez to Oujda (320 km).  The Tetouan-Fnideq portion is part of the 
-ÅÄÉÔÅÒÒÁÎÅÁÎ ȰÒÏÃÁÄÅȱȟ ÏÒ ÃÏÁÓÔÁÌ ÈÉÇÈ×ÁÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÉÎËÓ ÔÏ×ÎÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ 
coastline.  The major function of the rocade is two-fold: providing a satisfactory road system for 
the development of the tourism industry along the coast and opening up the hinterland of 
northern Morocco to development.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Airports and aviation: 

p. 102 

 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ Ȱ6ÉÓÉÏÎ ςπρπȱȡ ÔÏ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ Äouble the total number of foreign visitors to 
Morocco within four years.  This clearly presents a big challenge to the aviation sector as 80% of 
tourists visiting Morocco arrive by air.  But the industry seems to be taking it in stride and has 
been investing at a steady pace to develop airport capacity and improve facilities.  Twice as many 
companies now fly into Morocco.  In 2002 there were 560 international flights per week into the 
country.  This is expected to rise to 1400 by 2010.  For the national airline, Royal Air Maroc, the 
only way to meet and prepare for this onslaught is to rationalize its operations and cut costs back 



as far as possible, so it has also created its own low-cost company, Atlas Blue, to compete for a 
share of this rapidly growing sector of the airline business.   

 Providing adequate airport facilities for the huge influx of visitors is the job of the Office 
.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÅÓ !ÅÒÏÐÏÒÔÓ ɉ/.$!Ɋȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÓ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ρχ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓȢ  /Æ ÔÈÅÓÅȟ ÔÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ 
international flights.  In order to accommodate the target of 10m tourists per year, plus Moroccan 
nationals traveling into and out of the country, airport capacity must rise from 12m to 18m 
passengers per year.   

 Perhaps the most important ongoing project is the extension and renovation of 
#ÁÓÁÂÌÁÎÃÁȭÓ -ÏÈÁÍÍÅÄ 6 ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔȢ  #ÁÓÁÂÌÁÎÃÁ ÉÓ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÈÕÂȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÏÒ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȟ 
but also for onward travel to sub-Saharan Africa.  The airport currently handles about 4m 
passengers per year but when the upgrade is complete, the total is expected to rise to 10m.  More 
ÔÈÁÎ $È σÂÎ ɉΑσφφÍɊ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ςππτȢ   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Power to the Public 

p. 151 

 

 4ÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÃÔÏÒ ÈÁÓ ÓÔÅÐÐÅÄ ÕÐ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÓÅÖÅÎ 
existing public housing institutions ɀËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÅÔÁÂÌÉÓÓÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÕØ ÄȭÁÍÅÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÅÔ ÄÅ 
construction ɀwere recently combined under Al Omrane, a new national housing group.  The 
ÍÅÒÇÅÒ ÂÒÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ΑςωςÍ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÔÁÐÕÌÔÓ ÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÐÏÌÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ far as 
sources of public investment go.   



 Management reform will allow Al Omrane to cover Rabat, Casablanca, Marrakech, Agadir, 
Meknes, and Oujda.  The group has a three-fold plan: to ensure five new towns are build by 
securing land at knock-down prices from the government and contracting the building work to the 
private sector; to rehabilitate dilapidated urban areas nationwide, wich are currently home to at 
least 272,000 people, by 2010.  Already comparatively smaller towns, such as Bouznika and Settat, 
are now officially without slums as a result of the programme.  In 2007 the authorities are 
targeting medium-sized towns, including Fez, Meknes, Tangiers, Oujda and Marrakech.  Without 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȟ #ÁÓÁÂÌÁÎÃÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ !Ì /ÍÒÁÎÅȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÆÏÒÍÉÄÁÂÌÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ  4hat said, attempts to clear 
Sidi Moumem, among the biggest slums in the city, will begin this year. 

 4ÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ !Ì /ÍÒÁÎÅȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ÈÕÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÉÖÅ ÎÅ× ÔÏ×ÎÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
facilities, schools, roads, and medical centres before the housing units are even taken into account.  
The towns must retain, by contract, at least 20% of housing stock for low-cost units, to be sold for 
up to 12,000 Euros apiece.  Al Omrane aims to begin building 100,000 new units in 2007, easily 
trumping the 60,000 units begun in 2004.    

 Al Omrane, which is a public holding group, forecasts $689m turnover for 2007 and a 27% 
hike in annual investment from $607.5m in 2006 to $771m this year.  In 2008, Al Omrane plans to 
list on the Casablanca Stock Exchange.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rural Electrification 

 Even high in the Atlas mountains, electricity posts are a feature of the landscape, 
ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÇÒÁÚÉÎÇ ÇÏÁÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅÅÐȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÁÃÙ ÏÆ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ȰÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ 
ÄȭÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÕÒÁÌÅ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÅȱ ɉ0%2'Ɋȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÏ be completed by the end of 2007, 
bringing forward the target of 100% rural access to electricity from an original date of 2010.  The 
rate of electrification stood at 18% at the end of 1995, 50% in 2001, and was brought up to 81% at 
the end of 2005.  With over 45% of the population currently living in rural areas, this should serve 
to improve the quality of life for many.   

 4ÈÅ 0%2' ×ÁÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÕÒÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓȠ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ 
electricity to 12m rural citizens and decrease the glaring differences between cities and the 



sprawling countryside.  The final Dh1.9bn ($220.9m) tranche of funding was handed over by the 
European Investment Bank (EIB) at the end of 2006 for the fourth and final phase of the project, to 
electrify 2596 villages spread over 51 provinces, benefiting approximately 111,600 households 
and an estimated 708,120 people.   

 At $3bn, the exercise has not been cheap, and by its nature is not cost-ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅȢ  Ȱ/.% 
ÐÉÃËÅÄ ÕÐ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ υυϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 9ÏÕÎÅÓ -ÁÁÍÁÒȢ  Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÄÒÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ÂÙ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
solidarity, but clearly it is not no a purely economic standpoint.  As you can imagine, the average 
ÃÏÎÓÕÍÐÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÒ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔÉÆÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ 
infrastructur Å ÂÉÌÌȢȱ  

 The majority of connections are being made through extensions to the local grid, with a 
small number- around 7% - of electricity-generating photovoltaic kits for widely dispersed 
settlements. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson:  Agriculture and aid organizations: 
Documents:  
Class set of Livestock NGO document 
 
Procedure: 
Read the instructions on the sheet out loud to the class. 
“Imagine you are an economic minister for the King of Morocco.  A representative from a livestock 
NGO has come to you offering to help Morocco’s economy.  Read over the following document, and 
highlight positive and negative features of the proposal.   
 
After you have read the document, discuss the reading with a partner.  Discuss the positives and 
negatives of the proposal.   
 



Then write up your 1 page response.  Is livestock investment a good policy for Morocco to follow?   
Why or why not?  Use evidence from the document to back up your argument.” 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Livestock Research Institute  

 

Instructions:  Imagine you are an economic minister for the King of Morocco.  A representative 
from a livestock NGO has come to you offering to help Moroccoõs economy.  Read over the 
following document, and highlight positive and negative features of the proposal.   

After you have read the document, discuss the reading with a partner.  Discuss the positives and 
negatives of the proposal.   

Then write up your 1 page response.  Is livestock investment a good policy for Morocco to follow?   
Why or why not?  Use evidence from the document to back up your argument.   

 

 

The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) works at the 

crossroads of livestock and poverty, bringing high - quality science 

and capacity - building to bear on poverty reduction and sustainab le 

development. ILRI works in Africa, Asia and Latin America, with 



offices in East and West Africa, South and Southeast Asia, China and 

Central America.  

ILRI is a non - profit - making and non - governmental organization with 

headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, and a second principal campus in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. We employ over 700 staff from about 40 

countries. About 80 staff are recruited through international 

competitions and represent some 30 disciplines. Around 600 staff are 

nationally recruited, largely from  Kenya and Ethiopia.  

PARTNERSHIPS 

All ILRI work is conducted in extensive and strategic partnerships 

that facilitate and add value to the contribution of many other 

players in livestock research for development work. ILRI employs an 

innovation systems appr oach to enhance the effectiveness of its 

research. Fundamental change in culture and process must complement 

changes in technologies to support innovations at all levels, from 

individual livestock keepers to national and international decision -

makers.  

WHY LIVESTOCK RESEARCH FOR THE POOR? 

Farm animals are an ancient, vital and renewable natural resource. 

Throughout the developing world, they are means for hundreds of 

millions of people to escape absolute poverty. Livestock in 

developing countries contribute up to 80 percent of agricultural GDP; 

600 million rural poor people rely on livestock for their 

livelihoods.  

Globally, livestock are becoming agricultureôs most economically 

important sub - sector, with demand in developing countries for animal 

foods project ed to double over the next 20 years. The ongoing 

ólivestock revolutionô offers many of the worldôs poor a pathway out 

of poverty.  

Livestock not only provide poor people with food, income, traction 

and fertilizer but also act as catalysts that transform sub sistence 

farming into income - generating enterprises, allowing poor households 

to join the market economy.  

Livestock sustain most forms of agricultural intensification ðfrom the 

Sahelian rangelands of West Africa to the mixed smallholdings in the 

highlands o f East Africa  to highly intensified rice production in 

Asia. Research is helping farmers exploit the potential of their 

animals to turn the nutrient cycling on their farms faster and more 

efficiently.  

Holding back livestock development in poor countries a re 

inappropriate policies, scarce livestock feeds, devastating diseases, 

degraded lands and water resources, and poor access to markets. 

Research by ILRI and its partners is helping to alleviate these 

problems by developing new knowledge as well as technol ogical and 

policy options.  

POVERTY FOCUS 

ILRIôs strategic intention is to use livestock as a development tool, 

one that widens and sustains three major pathways out of poverty: (1) 

securing the assets of the poor,  

(2) improving smallholder and pastoral pro ductivity and (3) 

increasing market participation by the poor. ILRI conducts research 



in five themes ðTargeting research and development opportunities; 

Enabling innovation; Improving market opportun ities; Using 

biotechnology to secure livestock assets; and  People, livestock and 

the environment ðand coordinates the Systemwide Livestock Programme of 

the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 

(CGIAR).  

GOVERNANCE 

ILRI is guided by a board of trustees comprising 12 leading 

professionals in rele vant research, development and management 

issues. The Institute is supported by the CGIAR, an association of 

more than 60 governments and public -  and private - sector institutions 

supporting a network of 15 agricultural research centres working to 

reduce pov erty, hunger and environmental degradation in developing 

countries. The co - sponsors of the CGIAR are the World Bank, the 

United Nations Development Programme, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations and the International Fund for 

Agricu ltural Development.  

FUNDING 

ILRI is funded by more than 60 private, public and government 

organizations of the North and South. The instituteôs expenditure for 

2006 was USD35.4 million. Some donors support ILRI with core and 

program funds; others finance i ndividual research projects. In - kind 

support from national partners such as Kenya and Ethiopia, as well as 

that from international collaborators, is substantial and vital. This 

mix of generic, specific and in - kind resources is essential for the 

partnership  research we conduct.  
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Introduction  

 

Morocco has an estimated population of 27 million people, of whom 40% 

are involved in agriculture. The total surface area is 70 million 

hectares, approximately half of which are used for agricu lture and 

grazing. Eleven per cent of the total area is arable land, of which 

50% is in barley, 40% in bread and durum wheat and 9% in maize; 7% is 

forest and 30% is rangeland. The climate is Mediterranean, with hot, 

dry summers and cold, wet winters. The growing season lasts generally 

for six months. Water flow in most rivers is small and irregular, and 



is mostly captured by large dams to irrigate nine areas that total 

approximately 800,000 ha.  

 

Unreliable rainfall, fragmented land ownership patterns, gene rally 

poor integration of crop and animal production, lack of cultivated 

forage crops, and inadequate or non - sustainable resource management 

have been the major impediments to improved agricultural production. 

Inefficient research services, inadequate tran sfer of information to 

farmers, and farmersô inability to buy inputs have impeded the 

adoption of new methods. The contribution of agriculture to GDP has 

declined from 30% in the 1970s to the present 20%. Morocco began to 

import corn and wheat in the 1960s , and these imports rose 

considerably after abnormally dry conditions between 1979 and 1985. 

Agricultural products now make up 20% of imports.  

Agro - ecological zones  

 

There are four main agro - ecological zones in Morocco:  

 

The high plateaux on the east of th e middle Atlas, with annual 

rainfall of 250 mm. Some barley is grown, but yields are very 

variable. The production system is nomadic, although some settlement 

is now taking place.  

 

The middle Atlas region, where common range is grazed in summer by 

transhum ant sheep flocks. Crop and livestock production systems are 

integrated and some settlement is now taking place.  

 

The Rif, high Atlas, small Atlas and the southern oasis. Although 

seemingly very distinct, these zones have in common agricultural 

systems that  are settled, diversified, relatively intensive and 

usually irrigated. Sheep raising is common, although flocks are 

small. Forage production and conservation have existed for a very 

long time.  

 

The coastal plains, Chaouia, Doukkala, Abda, Chiadma, Gharb, 

Moulouiya and the plateaux of the west and of the Sais. These are the 

areas of large - scale cereal cultivation associated with sheep and 

beef cattle production, which are increasingly intensive.  

 

The Rif and Atlas Mountains have a profound influence on clima te and 

rainfall and, therefore, on agricultural activity. The Rif and the 

middle Atlas separate the plains and the coastal plateaux from the 

vast eastern plateaux. The high and the small Atlas together 

constitute a natural barrier several hundred kilometre s long that 

protects the north - west part of the country from the harshness of the 

Sahara. Winter snows in the two mountain chains provide important 

water resources.  

Land use  

 

Because of its geographical location, Morocco is relatively more 

humid and its ve getation is probably more varied than in the other 



countries of the Maghreb. Intensive agriculture exists in irrigated 

areas and along the Atlantic coast. East of the middle Atlas and on 

the high eastern plateaux, farming is replaced by vast areas of 

stepp e covered mainly by Stipa tenacissima and Artemisia herba - alba. 

Approximately 800,000 ha (10% of the arable land) are irrigated, 

mainly for wheat. Agro - industrial by - products are used for livestock, 

mainly dairy cattle.  

 

Rangeland, which occupies about 30%  of the total area, is 

deteriorating, because of population growth and encroachment, 

increased grazing pressure and mismanagement.  

Feed resources  

 

Feed resources in Morocco are mainly rangeland, cereal crop by -

products, forage crops and agro - industrial by - products. Rangeland 

contributes, on average, 36% of the animal feed requirements. 

Although declining, it is the chief feed resource in extensive 

production systems, particularly for sheep. Cereal grains, mostly 

barley, provide 11% of the livestock feed req uirements, and cereal 

production, which occupies 80% of cultivated land, is expected to 

increase. Straw and stubble provide 30% of the total livestock feed 

requirements and are fed mainly during late summer, autumn and early 

winter. Other cereals, such as sorghum and oats, make a small 

contribution to livestock diets, and maize is mainly used in poultry 

production. Agro - industrial by - products provide 12% of the total feed 

resources; forage crops, irrigated lucerne and clover, and vetch ïoat 

from rainfed area s contribute 10%; and weedy fallow 10%.  

Animal population and production  

 

Livestock production in Morocco, in addition to meat and milk, 

provides income, employment and by - products. Recent estimates 

indicate that the contribution of livestock production to  total 

agricultural production declined from one - third in 1969 to less than 

one - quarter in 1987. The 80% of the farmers who own less that 5 ha of 

land each keep more than 60% of the cattle and 50% of the sheep on 

only 25% of the cultivable land. Farmers, p articularly small - scale 

farmers, invest in livestock as a form of savings, to buffer against 

crop failure.  

Sheep 

 

There are currently about 16 million sheep in the country, of which 

over 90% are in rainfed areas. There are six major breeds, the most 

import ant of which are Beni Guil (2.3 million head), Timahdit (1.2 

million head) and Boujaâd (800,000 head). About 5000 sheep of 

imported meat breeds are used in cross - breeding programmes.  

 

While sheep production is declining in importance as an economic 

activit y and nomadic or transhumant systems are being replaced by 

sedentary systems on irrigated lands or near towns, it is still 

extremely important as the main livelihood in some areas. Integration 

of sheep and crop production is increasing, with the recycling of by -



products and the utilisation of fresh or conserved forage. 

Degradation of rangeland and forest, because of poor management and 

the cutting of trees for fuelwood, is a serious problem.  

 

Traditional systems are also important in providing animals for u se 

in cross - breeding programmes in other regions of Morocco.  

Cattle  

 

There are about 2.5 million cattle, of which 65% are local breeds, 

kept in three main systems of production:  

Dairy system  

 

The dairy system is based on irrigated land, using high - producin g 

Friesian and Holstein dairy breeds and some cross - breeds. The main 

product is milk, and calves are sold for fattening. Irrigated forage 

production provides 40% of the feed requirements, mainly from 

perennial alfalfa and berseem (Egyptian clover); concent rates such as 

sugar - beet pulp, wheat bran, cereal and legume grains and commercial 

concentrate provide 50%; and cereal straw 10%. Annual milk production 

from Friesian and Holstein cows varies from 2400 to 3800 litres per 

livestock unit (LU), depending on t he area, although some producers 

in the area of Doukkala get 6800 litres per LU.  

Mixed system  

 

Production of calves and milk from Friesian and local breeds and 

their crosses is found in the more favourable rainfed areas and 

around irrigated areas. The feed  base is diverse ðweedy fallow, straw 

and stubble, agro - industrial by - products and some rangeland, with 

little cultivated forage. Agro - industrial by - products and other 

concentrates such as cereal grain and faba beans make up 30 ï50% of 

the diet. Annual milk yield for Friesians is 2000 litres, for crosses 

1500 litres and for local breeds 600 litres; meat production is 190 

kg live weight per LU for Friesians, 160 kg for crosses and 120 kg 

for local breeds. Milk that is not consumed by the calf or the farm 

famil y is sold.  

Lactating cattle (beef cattle) system  

 

In rainfed cereal production areas, local breeds are kept to produce 

young calves for fattening. Straw and stubble provide about 40% of 

the feed requirements, and weedy fallow and rangeland another 40%. In 

addition to producing about 110 kg of calf live weight per LU 

annually in local breeds, about 500 litres of milk per LU is 

produced, mostly for household consumption.  

Goats  

 

An estimated 4.8 million goats, mainly local breeds, are kept almost 

entirely in t he rangeland and forest. Supplementation is rare, except 

when there is snow, when feed is scarce or during lactation in dairy 

goats. Annual production varies from 8 to 16 kg of kid live weight, 

depending on the region. There is some semi - intensive milk 



pro duction, using crop residues, some purchased concentrates and 

occasionally a forage crop.  

Other  

 

There are also about 820,000 donkeys, 470,000 mules, 200,000 horses, 

60,000 camels, 10,000 pigs and 37 million chickens. Poultry 

production provides annually 1 52,000 million tonnes of white meat ð

about 35% of the total meat consumption ðand 1.4 billion eggs.  

 

Sheep, cattle and goats provide 98% of the red meat production, which 

increased from 200,000 to 300,000 million tonnes annually between 

1970 and 1993, mainly  because of increases in mean individual carcass 

weights from 112 to 160 kg per head in cattle and from 11 to 14 kg in 

sheep. Of the total red meat produced 43% is mutton, 40% is beef and 

8% is goat. Ruminants also provide annually around 15 million tonnes  

of wool and 60 million tonnes of skins and leather.  

 

Red meat production is mainly from extensive systems, where feeding 

is based on spontaneous vegetation and crop by - products. It is 

subject to wide annual and seasonal fluctuations, because of 

variations  in annual rainfall and because of feed shortages in late 

summer, autumn and early winter.  

 

Annual milk production is about 920 million litres, 41 litres per 

capita, but is subject to large supply fluctuations between seasons, 

because of the fluctuating fe ed supply.  

Constraints to production  

 

Following are some of the physical, social, economic and technical 

constraints on animal production:  

# extensive systems, using degraded rangeland  

# lack of integration between animal and crop production in 

agropastora l systems  

# inadequate levels of nutrition in intensive system  

# unsustainable collective range management and utilisation  

# weak extension system and lack of coordination between research and 

extension  

# difficult access to certain areas  

# small size of f arms, herds and flocks  

# lack of credit, particularly for landless livestock owners  

# illiteracy among producers  

# lack of producer organisations  

# high prices of concentrate feeds  

# fixed prices for meat  

# low levels of consumption of animal products  

# se asonal fluctuation in production.  

Government policy  

 

Strategic goals of agricultural development in Morocco, established 

in the early 1990s, are to ensure national food security, improve 



farmersô incomes, integrate agriculture in the national economy and 

protect the environment.  

 

Government strategy for developing the ruminant sector and the 

rangelands is based on examining different scenarios for feed 

availability for sheep and cattle production, on the assumption of 

changes in demand and improvements in p roductivity. It is proposed 

that the ruminant population not be increased, but rather that 

productivity be improved, with specialised production systems 

developed in different regions.  

 

Pastoral, arid, semi - arid and mountainous areas will keep breeding 

ani mals, while milk and crop production and fattening will take place 

in agropastoral areas near large urban centres.  

 

Major areas of intervention will be in  

# better disease control, involvement of the private sector in 

veterinary medicine and improved inspe ction of animal products  

# increased forage production, with special emphasis on utilisation 

by cattle, and improved utilisation of straw, stubble and other by -

products  

# fostering of livestock owners organisations in pastoral areas  

# increased sustainabil ity of range production, using rotational 

grazing, rangeland rehabilitation, planting of forage shrubs and 

conservation of genetic resources  

# genetic improvement of dairy cattle in irrigated areas, using 

artificial insemination, with increasing financial participation of 

producer organisations  

# selection and improvement of local breeds of cattle for meat 

production in rainfed areas  

# reinforcement of sheep breeding programmes, in the prolific DôMan 

and other local breeds, and evaluation of cross - breeding with 

imported meat breeds  

# evaluation of productivity of local goats within sustainable 

management systems, and introduction of improved breeds for milk 

production  

# liberalisation of markets and organisation of production, 

processing and marketing.  

 

To c ontribute to these goals, national research will concentrate on 

ruminant production, particularly of sheep, forage production for 

cattle, epidemiological studies of major ruminant diseases and of 

nutritional diseases to increase productivity and competitiv eness by  

# better management of reproduction and health  

# improved utilisation of crop and agro - industrial by - products  

# improved forage production, conservation and utilisation, 

particularly of summer forages  

# characterisation and improvement of the perf ormance of local breeds  

# collection and evaluation of suitable germplasm for range reseeding  

# evaluation of pastoral ecosystems and development of sustainable 

methods to improve them  



# study of the productivity, efficiency and sustainability of 

different  livestock systems, and analysis of their response to 

different policy and institutional measures  

# analysis and improvement of marketing.  

National research capacity and setting of priorities  

 

At the beginning of the 1990s, there was no national research u nit 

for the different ruminant production systems, research activities 

were scattered throughout different institutions, and collaboration 

was based on the initiative of individual researchers. The Small 

Ruminant Research Program (SRRP) of the National Agr icultural 

Research Institute of Morocco (INRA) was started in 1992, as one of 

five priority INRA research programmes, with support initially from 

the World Bank and Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau and now from the 

German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GT Z). The first task of the 

SRRP team was to elaborate a research agenda. Their mandate was 

limited to five major sheep production systems, and responsibility 

was delegated to five multidisciplinary regional teams. Regional 

mixed working groups, which includ ed producers and extension workers, 

were involved at the national level to ensure coherence.  

 

The programming - by - objectives approach, elaborated by INRA and the 

International Service for National Agricultural Research (ISNAR) was 

adopted for the research d esign. This approach focuses on the 

technical needs of producers and on official development goals, and 

it takes into account the scarcity of human and physical resources. 

It has been used by INRA previously for research programmes on crop 

and forage produ ction. Its application to livestock research 

identified several specific problems related to either the discipline 

or the small ruminant sector in Morocco, such as the lack of 

delineation of production systems.  

 

The process combines research design at the regional or the sheep 

production system level (Figure 1) with a supporting analysis of 

sector information concerning the Moroccan meat sector (Al - Balghitti 

1994). At the regional level, research design comprised several 

phases of analysis, conception, prio rity setting and validation in 

the framework of the terms of references given by the sector 

committee. After achieving consensus on the projects to be conducted 

regionally, the entire research agenda was validated at the sector 

level with sector committees , and at the national level with the 

Ministry of Agriculture.  

 

1. sheep producers, extension agents, breeder association, regional 

agricultural development agencies.  

2. university researchers and members of the Sector Committee.  

Source: Adapted from Matthe ss - Guerrero and El - Housni 1995.  

Figure 1. Stages of planning by objective (PBO) for the Small 

Ruminant Research Project.  

 



As a result, a long - term research programme was designed, with 25 

projects for sheep production in five regions:  

# pastoral sheep prod uction in the Oriental region, with studies of 

range management and research on improved, appropriate and 

sustainable management models (SRRP ïRegional Team Oujda 1993), in 

collaboration with target groups and extension services  

# agrosylvopastoral sheep pr oduction in the Middle Atlas, using 

agrosylvopastoral feed resources (SRRP ïRegional Team Meknès 1993)  

# agropastoral sheep production on the central plains (SRRP ïRegional 

Team Tadla 1993), with studies on Boujaâd breed characterisation, 

reproductive potent ial and improvement of Boujaâd and Sardi sheep, 

the use of cereal and agro - industrial by - products, supplementation 

and the use of housing in winter  

# agropastoral sheep production in rainfed areas on the Atlantic 

coast to study cross - breeding, using local and imported breeds, 

forage use and conservation techniques, with emphasis on silage 

making, and the use of both conventional and new agricultural and 

agro - industrial by - products (SRRP ïRegional Team El - Koudia 1993)  

# settled sheep production in the remote pre - Saharan oasis, to study 

management of the relatively small population of Dôman sheep (SRRPï

Regional Team Errachidia 1993), improve ewe nutrition and create a 

database for selection for a viable rate of prolificacy.  

 

The PBO approach has also been valua ble both for producers to 

identify with SRRP and for the future development of SRRP. 

Substantial knowledge of sheep production systems has been gained 

with the minimum of duplicated effort, and the capacity of SRRP staff 

in designing client - oriented resear ch has been substantially improved 

in a learning - by - doing process, involving planning, budgeting, 

national coordination and mobilisation of external finance. A 

prototype of a future national small ruminant network has been 

established.  

 

The SRRP started to  implement the approved programme in May 1994, and 

by 1997, there were 20 researchers working in five regional teams in 

collaboration with farmers, professional organizations and extension 

services. The future challenge will be to strengthen more clearly 

structured operational linkages between national research, government 

development entities and NGOs.  
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Morocco and globalization final project  

Task: 

9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇ ÏÆ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÔÏÐ ÁÄÖÉÓÏÒÓȢ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÓË ÆÏÒ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
direction Morocco has been going in.   

 

Requirements: 

Introduction:  WrÉÔÅ Á ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÁÒÁÇÒÁÐÈ ÏÎ -ÏÒÏÃÃÏȭÓ ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȟ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ 

Topics covered in body paragraphs:  For each, provide quotes  

1) Opinion on the Free Trade Agreement 



2) Opinion on how the infrastructure development is going 

3) Explain if the constitution sounds fair and good, or if any changes should be made 

4)  Explain if Morocco should go along with the livestock NGO proposal 

 

 


